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Dr. Navarro obtained his B. Sc. Eng. in 1976 at the Polytechnic University of Madrid and 

his Doctorate in 1987 at the University of Cantabria (Spain). He worked as an engineer in 

private industry for ten years (1977-1987) on soil-structure interaction problems and 

earthquake engineering in Nuclear Power Plants. He joined the University in 1976 as 

Assistant Professor in the Materials Science Department of the Polytechnic University of 

Madrid. In 1987, he left the private sector and was appointed Professor of this Department. 

In1993 he was appointed Full-Professor of Structural Analysis at the Carlos III University 

of Madrid (his present University). He headed the Mechanical Engineering Department 

from 1995 until 1998, when he was elected Dean of the Engineering Faculty of that 

University. From 1996 to 1998 he was also Head of the Spanish Association of Composite 

Materials (AEMAC) and is currently a member of its Executive Council. Since 1992 he has 

also been a member of the Governing Board of the European Association DYMAT 

(Association for the Promotion of the Study of the Dynamic Behaviour of Materials) and in 

September 2000 he was elected as Head of this European Association. In 2004, he was 

appointed Vice-President of Carlos III University of Madrid in charge of all concerning 

with the European Convergence in the High Education Area.  

Professor Navarro’s contributions to research span a wide field in Mechanical Engineering: 

dynamic structural problems, dynamic characterization of materials, numerical and 

analytical modeling of impact problems, composite materials engineering and dynamic 

Fracture Mechanics. He has been engaged in several research projects in these fields 

supported by the Spanish Commission of Science and Technology (CICYT) and the 

Council of the Community of Madrid. At present he is engaged in the dynamic response of 

composite materials (CFRP´s and new plastic composites reinforced with ceramic particles) 

subjected to projectile impact, and in the development of engineering and analytical models 

to simulate impact problems on metals, composites, ceramic/metal, ceramic/composite 

armors. 
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