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CHAPTER 2 DOCUMENTS

Constitution of New Hampshire, 1776

In Congress at Exeter Janry 5th 1776.

Voted That this Congress Take up Civil Government for this Colony in manner and Form
Following, viz.

We the members of the Congress of New-Hampshire Chosen and Appointed by the Free
Suffrages of the People of said Colony, and Authorised and Impowered by them to meet
together, and use such means and Pursue Such Measures as we Should Judge best for the
Public Good; And in Particular to establish Some Form of Government, Provided that
Measures should be recommended by the Continental Congress; And a Recommendation to
that Purpose having been Transmitted to us From the Said Congress; Have taken into our
Serious Consideration the Unhappy Circumstances, into [P. 2] which this Colony is Involved
by means of many Grievous and Oppressive Acts of the British Parliament, Depriving us of
our Natural & Constitutional rights & Privileges: To Enforce Obedience to which Acts. A
Powerful Fleet and Army have been Sent into this Country. by the ministry of Great Britain,
who have Exercised a Wanton & Cruel Abuse of their Power, in Destroying the Lives and
Properties of the Colonists in many Places with Fire & Sword: Taking the Ships & Lading
from many of the Honest and Industrious Inhabitants of this Colony Employed in
Commerce. agreeable to the Laws & Customs a long time used here. The Sudden & Abrupt
Departure of his Excellency John Wentworth, Esqr our Late Governor, and Several of the
Council, Leaving us Destitute of Legislation. and no Executive Courts being open to Punish
Criminal Offenders: whereby the Lives and Propertys of the Honest People of this Colony. are
Liable to the Machinations & Evil Designs of wicked men; Therefore for the Preservation of
Peace and good order. and for the Security of the Lives and Properties of the Inhabitants of
this Colony. We Conceive ourselves Reduced to the Necessity of establishing A Form Of
Government to Continue During the Present Unhappy and Unnatural Contest with Great
Britain; Protesting & Declaring that we Never Sought to throw off our Dependence upon
Great Britain. but felt ourselves happy under her Protection, while we Could Enjoy our
Constitutional Rights and Priviledges, — And that we Shall Rejoice if Such a reconciliation
between us and our Parent State can be Effected as shall be Approved by the Continenta 1
Congress in whose Prudence and Wisdom we confide Accordingly Pursuant to the Trust
reposed in us. We Do Resolve That this Congress. Assume the Name, Power & Authority of a
house of Representatives or Assembly for the Colony of New-Hampshire. And that Said
House then Proceed to Choose Twelve Persons being Reputable Freeholders and Inhabitants
within this Colony. in the Following manner viz. Five in the County of Rockingham. Two in
the County of Strafford, Two in the County of Hillsborough. Two in the County of Cheshire.
and one in the County of Grafton. To be a Distinct and Separate Branch of the Legislature. by
the Name of A Council for this Colony, to continue as Such untill the Third Wednesday in
December next; any Seven of whom to be a Quorum to do Business. That Such Council
appoint their President; and in his absence that the Senior Councellor Preside.
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That a Secretary be appointed by both Branches, who may be a Councellor, or otherwise as
they shall Choose:

[P. 3] That no act or resolve Shall be Valid & put into Execution unless agreed to, and passed
by both Branches of the Legislature.

That all Public Offices for the Said Colony, and Each County, for the Current Year. be
appointed by the Council & Assembly, Except the Several Clerks of the Executive Courts, who
shall be appointed by the Justices of the respective Courts.

That all Bills, Resolves, or votes for Raising Levying & Collecting money Originate in the
House of Representatives.

That at any Session of the Council and Assembly. Neither Branch Shall Adjourn for any
Longer time than from Saturday till the Next Monday without Consent of the other.

And it is further Resolved, That if the Present unhappy Dispute with Great Britain Should
Continue longer than this present year, & the Continental Congress Give no Instruction or
Direction to the Contrary — The Council be chosen by the People of Each respective County in
such manner as the Council & house of Representatives shall order.

That General & field officers of the Militia, on any Vacancy, be appointed by the Two houses
and all Inferior officers be chosen by the respective Companys.

That all officers of the Army be appointed by the Two houses, Except they should Direct
otherwise in case of any Emergency.

That all Civil officers for the Colony & for Each County be appointed, & the time of their
Continuance in office, be Determined by the Two houses. Except Clerks of Courts,12 &
County Treasurers, & recorders of Deeds.

That a Treasurer and a recorder of Deeds for Each County be Annually Chosen by the People
of Each County Respectively; The votes for Such officers to be returned to the respective
Courts of General Sessions of the Peace in the County, there to be ascertained as the Council
& Assembly Shall hereafter Direct.

That Precepts in the name of the Council & Assembly Signed by the President of the Council
& Speaker of the House of Representatives, shall Issue Annually at or before the first day of
November, for the Choice of a Council and house of Representatives to be returned by the
third Wednesday in December then next Ensuing, in such manner as the Council & Assembly
Shall hereafter Prescribe.

Virginia Bill of Rights, 1776

A Declaration of Rights, made by the Representatives of the Good people of Virginia,
assembled in full and free Convention; which rights do pertain to them, and their posterity as
the basis and foundation of Government.
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I. THAT all men are by nature equally free and independent, and have certain inherent
rights, of which, when they enter into a state of society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive
or divest their posterity, namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of
acquiring and possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.

I1. That all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the people; that Magistrates
are their trustees and servants, and at all times amenable to them.

III. That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and
security, of the people, nation or community. Of all the various modes and forms of
government, that is best, which is capable of producing the greatest degree of happiness and
safety, and is most effectually secured against the danger of maladministration; and that
when any government shall be found inadequate or contrary to these purposes, a majority of
the community hath an indubitable, unalienable, and indefeasible right, to reform, alter, or
abolish it, in such manner as shall be judged most conducive to the public weal.

IV. That no man, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive or separate emoluments or privileges
from the community, but in consideration of public services; which not being descendible,
neither ought the offices of Magistrate, Legislator, or Judge, to be hereditary.

V. That the Legislative and Executive powers of the state should be separate and distinct from
the Judiciary; and that the members of the two first may be restrained from oppression, by
feeling and participating the burthens of the people, they should at fixed periods, be reduced
to a private station, return into that body from which they were originally taken, and the
vacancies be supplied by frequent, certain and regular elections, in which all, or any part of
the former members, to be again eligible or ineligible, as the laws shall direct.

VI. That elections of members to serve as representatives of the people, in Assembly, ought to
be free; and that all men, having sufficient evidence of permanent common interest with, and
attachment to, the community, have the right of suffrage, and cannot be taxed or deprived of
their property for public uses, without their own consent, or that of their representatives so
elected, nor bound by any law to which they have not, in like manner, assented, for the public
good.

VII. That all power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, by any authority without
consent of the representatives of the people, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be
exercised.

VIII. That in all capital or criminal prosecutions, a man hath a right to demand the cause and
nature of his accusation, to be confronted with the accusers and witnesses, to call for
evidence in his favor, and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury of his vicinage, without whose
unanimous consent he cannot be found guilty, nor can he be compelled to give evidence
against himself; that no man be deprived of his liberty except by the law of the land, or the
judgment of his peers.

IX. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and
unusual punishments inflicted.

X. That general warrants whereby an officer or messenger may be commanded to search
suspected places without evidence of a fact committed, or to seize any person or persons not
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named, or whose offence is not particularly described and supported by evidence, are
grievous and oppressive and ought not to be granted.

XI. That in controversies respecting property, and in suits between man and man, the ancient
trial by jury is preferable to any other, and ought to be held sacred.

XII. That the freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty, and can never be
restrained but by despotic governments.

XIII. That a well regulated militia, composed of the body of the people, trained to arms, is the
proper, natural, and safe defence of a free state; that standing armies, in time of peace,
should be avoided, as dangerous to liberty; and that in all cases, the military should be under
strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.

XIV. That the people have a right to uniform government; and therefore that no government
separate from, or independent of, the government of Virginia, ought to be erected or
established within the limits thereof.

XV. That no free government, or the blessings of liberty, can be preserved to any people but
by a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, frugality, and virtue, and by frequent
recurrence to fundamental principles.

XVI. That religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and the manner of discharging
it, can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence, and therefore all
men are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of
conscience; and that it is the mutual duty of all to practise Christian forbearance, love, and
charity, towards each other.

The Constitution of Virginia, 1776 (excerpts)

The Constitution or Form of Government, agreed to and resolved upon by the Delegates and
Representatives of the several Counties and Corporations of Virginia

I. WHEREAS George the third, King of Great Britain and Ireland, and Elector of Hanover,
heretofore entrusted with the exercise of the kingly office in this government, hath
endeavoured to pervert the same into a detestable and insupportable tyranny, by putting his
negative on laws the most wholesome and necessary for the public good: by denying his
Governors permission to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended
in their operation for his assent, and, when so suspended, neglecting to attend to them for
many years: By refusing to pass certain other laws, unless the persons to be benefited by
them would relinquish the inestimable right of representation in the Legislature: By
dissolving Legislative Assemblies repeatedly and continually, for opposing with manly
firmness his invasions of the rights of the people: When dissolved, by refusing to call others
for a long space of time, thereby leaving the political system without any Legislative head: By
endeavoring to prevent the population of our country, and, for that purpose, obstructing the
laws for the naturalization of foreigners: By keeping among us in time of peace, standing
armies and ships of war: By affecting to render the military independent of, and superior to,
the civil power: By combining with others to subject us to a foreign jurisdiction, giving his
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assent to their pretended acts of Legislation: For quartering large bodies of armed troops
among us: For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world: For imposing taxes on us
without our consent: For depriving us of the benefits of trial by jury: For transporting us
beyond seas, to be tried for pretended offences: For suspending our own Legislatures, and
declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever: By
plundering our seas, ravaging our coasts, burning our towns, and destroying the lives of our
people: By inciting insurrections of our fellow subjects, with the allurements of forfeiture and
confiscation: By prompting our negroes to rise in arms among us, those very negroes, whom,
by an inhuman use of his negative, he hath refused us permission to exclude by law: By
endeavoring to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless Indian savages, whose
known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions of
existence: By transporting at this time, a large army of foreign mercenaries, to complete the
works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and
perfidy unworthy the head of a civilized nation: By answering our repeated petitions for
redress with a repetition of injuries; And finally, by abandoning the helm of government, and
declaring us out of his allegiance and protection. By which several acts of misrule, the
government of this country, as formerly exercised under the crown of Great Britain, is totally
dissolved.

II. We therefore, the Delegates and Representatives of the good people of Virginia, having
maturely considered the premises, and viewing with great concern the deplorable conditions
to which this once happy country must be reduced, unless some regular, adequate mode of
civil polity is speedily adopted, and in compliance with a recommendation of the General
Congress, do ordain and declare the future form of government of Virginia to be as followeth:

III. The Legislative, Executive, and Judiciary departments, shall be separate and distinct, so
that neither exercise the powers properly belonging to the other; nor shall any person
exercise the powers of more than one of them at the same time, except that the Justices of the
county courts shall be eligible to either House of Assembly.

[...]

(The complete document can be found in Grau 2009, vol. III, pp. 75-89.)

The Constitution of Pennsylvania, 1776 (excerpts)

THE CONSTITUTION

Of the commonuwealth of Pennsylvania, as established by the general convention elected for
that purpose, and held at Philadelphia, July 15, 1776, and continued by adjournment, to
September 28, 1776

WHEREAS all government ought to be instituted and supported for the security and
protection of the community as such, and to enable the individuals who compose it, to enjoy
their natural rights, and the other blessings which the author of existence has bestowed upon
man; and whenever these great ends of government are not obtained, the people have a right,
by common consent to change it, and take such measures as to them may appear necessary,
to promote their safety and happiness. And whereas the inhabitants of this commonwealth
have, in consideration of protection only, heretofore acknowledged allegiance to the king of
Great Britain, and the said king has not only withdrawn that protection, but commenced and
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still continues to carry on, with unabated vengeance, a most cruel and unjust war against
them, employing therein not only the troops of Great Britain, but foreign mercenaries,
savages and slaves, for the avowed purpose of reducing them to a total and abject submission
to the despotic domination of the British parliament (with many other acts of tyranny more
fully set forth in the declaration of congress) whereby all allegiance and fealty to the said king
and his successors, are dissolved and at an end, and all power and authority derived from
him ceased in these colonies. And whereas it is absolutely necessary for the welfare and safety
of the inhabitants of said colonies, that they be henceforth free and independent states, and
that just, permanent and proper forms of government exist in every part of them, derived
from, and founded on the authority of the people only, agreeable to the directions of the
honorable American congress. WE, the representatives of the freemen of Pennsylvania, in
general convention met, for the express purpose of framing such a government, confessing
the goodness of the great governor of the universe (who alone knows to what degree of
earthly happiness mankind may attain by perfecting the arts of government) in permitting
the people of this state, by common consent and without violence, deliberately to form for
themselves, such just rules as they shall think best for governing their future society; and
being fully convinced, that it is our indispensible duty to establish such original principles of
government, as will best promote the general happiness of the people of this state and their
posterity, and provide for future improvements, without partiality for, or prejudice against,
any particular class, sect or denomination of men whatsoever, do, by virtue of the authority
vested in us by our constituents, ordain, declare and establish the following declaration of
rights and frame of government, to be the constitution of this commonwealth, and to remain
in force therein for ever unaltered, except in such articles as shall hereafter, on experience, be
found to require improvement, and which shall by the same authority of the people, fairly
delegated, as this frame of government directs, be amended or improved for the more
effectual obtaining and securing the great end and design of all government, herein before
mentioned.

CHAPTER 1.
A declaration of the rights of the inhabitants of the commonwealth or state of Pennsylvania

I. That all men are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent and
inalienable rights, amongst which are the enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring,
possessing and protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.

II. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God, according to
the dictates of their own consciences and understanding, and that no man ought, or of right
can be compelled to attend any religious worship, or erect or support any place of worship, or
maintain any ministry, contrary to, or against his own free will and consent; nor can any man
who acknowledges the being of a God, be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right as a
citizen, on account of his religious sentiments, or peculiar mode of religious worship; and
that no authority can, or ought to be vested in, or assumed by any power whatever, that shall
in any case interfere with, or in any manner controul the right of conscience in the free
exercise of religious worship.

III. That the people of this State have the sole, exclusive and inherent right of governing and
regulating the internal police of the same.

IV. That all power being originally inherent in, and consequently derived from the people;

therefore all officers of government, whether legislative or executive, are their trustees and
servants, and at all times accountable to them.
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V. That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and
security of the people, nation or community; and not for the particular emolument or
advantage of any single man, family, or set of men, who are a part only of that community;
and that the community hath an indubitable, unalienable and indefeasible right to reform,
alter or abolish government, in such manner as shall be by that community judged most
conducive to the public weal.

VI. That those who are employed in the legislative and executive business of the state, may be
restrained from oppression, the people have a right, at such periods as they may think
proper, to reduce their public officers to a private station, and supply the vacancies by certain
and regular elections.

VII. That all elections ought to be free, and that all free men, having a sufficient evident
common interest with and attachment to the community, have a right to elect officers, or to
be elected into office.

VIII. That every member of society hath a right to be protected in the enjoyment of life,
liberty and property; and therefore is bound to contribute his proportion towards the expense
of that protection, and yield his personal service when necessary, or an equivalent thereto;
but no part of a man’s property can be justly taken from him, or applied to public uses,
without his own consent or that of his legal representatives; nor can any man who is
conscientiously scrupulous of bearing arms be justly compelled thereto if he will pay such
equivalent; nor are the people bound by any laws but such as they have in like manner
assented to, for their common good.

IX. That in all prosecutions for criminal offences, a man hath a right to be heard by himself
and his council; to demand the cause and nature of his accusation; to be confronted with the
witnesses, to call for evidence in his favor, and a speedy public trial by an impartial jury of the
country, without the unanimous consent of which jury he cannot be found guilty; nor can he
be compelled to give evidence against himself; nor can any man be justly deprived of his
liberty, except by the laws of the land or the judgment of his peers.

X. That the people have a right to hold themselves, their houses, papers, and possessions free
from search and seizure; and therefore warrants, without oaths or affirmations first made,
affording a sufficient foundation for them, and whereby any officer or messenger may be
commanded or required to search suspected places, or to seize any person or persons, his or
their property not particularly described, are contrary to that right, and ought not to be
granted.

XI. That in controversies respecting property, and in suits between man and man, the parties
have a right to trial by jury, which ought to be held sacred.

XII. That the people have a right to freedom of speech, and of writing and publishing their
sentiments; therefore the freedom of the press ought not to be restrained.

XIII. That the people have a right to bear arms for the defence of themselves, and the state;
and as standing armies in the time of peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be
kept up: and that the military should be kept under strict subordination to, and governed by,
the civil power.
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XIV. That a frequent recurrence to fundamental principles and a firm adherence to justice,
moderation, temperance, industry and frugality, are absolutely necessary to preserve the
blessings of liberty, and keep a government free. The people ought therefore to pay particular
attention to these points in the choice of officers and representatives, and have a right to
exact a due and constant regard to them from their legislatures and magistrates, in the
making and executing such laws as are necessary for the good government of the state.

XV. That all men have a natural inherent right to emigrate from one state to another that will
receive them, or to form a new state in vacant countries, or in such countries as they can
purchase, whenever they think that thereby they may promote their own happiness.

XVI. That the people have a right to assemble together to consult for their common good, to
instruct their representatives, and to apply to the legislature for redress of grievances by
address, petition or remonstrance.

CHAPTERII.

Plan or frame of government for the commonuwealth or state of Pennsylvania.

SECTION 1. The commonwealth or state of Pennsylvania shall be governed hereafter by an
assembly of the representatives of the freemen of the same, and a president and council, in

manner and form following:—

SECT. 2. The supreme legislative power shall be vested in a house of representatives of the
freemen of the commonwealth or state of Pennsylvania.

SECT. 3. The supreme executive power shall be vested in a president and council.

SECT. 4. Courts of justice shall be established in the city of Philadelphia, and in every county
of this state.

(The complete document can be found in Grau 2009, vol. III, pp. 145-173.)

The Constitution of Massachusetts, 1780 (excerpts)

the CONSTITUTION, or FORM of GOVERNMENT, for the COMMONWEALTH of
MASSACHUSETTS

PREAMBLE

The end of the institution, maintenance and administration of government, is to secure the
existence of the body politic; to protect it; and to furnish the individuals who compose it, with
the power of enjoying, in safety and tranquillity, their natural rights, and the blessings of life:
and whenever these great objects are not obtained, the people have a right to alter the
government, and to take measures necessary for their safety, prosperity and happiness.

The body politic is formed by a voluntary association of individuals: It is a social compact, by
which the whole people covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole people,
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that all shall be governed by certain laws for the common good. It is the duty of the people,
therefore, in framing a Constitution of Government, to provide for an equitable mode of
making laws, as well as for an impartial interpretation, and a faithful execution of them; that
every man may, at all times, find his security in them.

WE, therefore, the People of Massachusetts, acknowledging, with grateful hearts, the
goodness of the Great Legislator of the universe, in affording us, in the course of his
providence, an opportunity, deliberately and peaceably, without fraud, violence, or surprise,
of entering into an original, explicit, and solemn compact with each other; and of forming a
new Constitution of Civil Government, for ourselves and posterity; and devoutly imploring
his direction in so interesting a design, DO agree upon, ordain, and establish, the following
Declaration of Rights, and Frame of Government, as the CONSTITUTION OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

PART THE FIRST

A DECLARATION of the RIGHTS of the INHABITANTS of the COMMONWEALTH of
MASSACHUSETTS.

Art. I. All men are born free and equal, and have certain natural, essential, and unalienable
rights; among which may be reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their lives and
liberties; that of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property; in fine, that of seeking and
obtaining their safety and happiness.

IL. It is the right as well as the duty, of all men in society, publickly, and at stated seasons, to
worship the SUPREME BEING, the great Creator and Preserver of the universe. And no
subject shall be hurt, molested, or restrained, in his person, liberty, or estate, for worshipping
GOD in the manner and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; or for
his religious profession or sentiments; provided he doth not disturb the public peace, or
obstruct others in their religious worship.

ITI. As the happiness of a people, and the good order and preservation of civil government,
essentially depend upon piety, religion, and morality; and as these cannot be generally
diffused through a community, but by the institution of the public worship of GOD, and of
public instructions in piety, religion, and morality: Therefore, to promote their happiness,
and to secure the good order and preservation of their government, the people of this
Commonwealth have a right to invest their Legislature with power to authorize and require,
and the Legislature shall, from time to time, authorize and require, the several towns,
parishes, precincts, and other bodies politic, or religious societies, to make suitable provision,
at their own expense, for the institution of the public worship of GOD, and for the support
and maintenance of public Protestant teachers of piety, religion, and morality, in all cases
where such provision shall not be made voluntarily.

And the people of this Commonwealth have also a right to, and do, invest their Legislature
with authority to enjoin upon all the subjects, an attendance upon the instructions of the
public teachers aforesaid, at stated times and seasons, if there be any on whose instructions
they can conscientiously and conveniently attend.

Provided notwithstanding, That the several towns, parishes, precincts, and other bodies

politic, or religious societies, shall, at all times, have the exclusive right of electing their
public teachers, and of contracting with them for their support and maintenance.
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And all monies paid by the subject to the support of public worship, and of the public
teachers aforesaid, shall, if he require it, be uniformly applied to the support of the public
teacher, or teachers, of his own religious sect or denomination, provided there be any on
whose instructions he attends; otherwise it may be paid towards the support of the teacher,
or teachers, of the parish or precinct in which the said monies are raised.

And every denomination of Christians, demeaning themselves peaceably, and as good
subjects of the Commonwealth, shall be equally under the protection of the law: and no
subordination of any one sect or denomination to another shall ever be established by law.

IV. The people of this Commonwealth have the sole and exclusive right of governing
themselves, as a free, sovereign, and independent State; and do, and forever hereafter shall,
exercise and enjoy every power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not, or may not hereafter be,
by them expressly delegated to the United States of America in Congress assembled.

V. All power residing originally in the people, and being derived from them, the several
magistrates and officers of government, vested with authority, whether legislative, executive,
or judicial, are their substitutes and agents, and are, at all times, accountable to them.

VI. No man, nor corporation, or association of men, have any other title to obtain advantages,
or particular and exclusive privileges distinct from those of the community, than what arises
from the consideration of services rendered to the public; and this title being in nature
neither hereditary nor transmissible to children, or descendants, or relations by blood, the
idea of a man born a magistrate, law-giver, or judge, is absurd and unnatural.

VII. Government is instituted for the common good; for the protection, safety, prosperity,
and happiness of the people; and not for the profit, honour, or private interest of any one
man, family, or class of men: Therefore the people alone have an incontestable, unalienable,
and indefeasible right to institute government; and to reform, alter, or totally change the
same, when their protection, safety, prosperity and happiness require it.

VIII. In order to prevent those who are vested with authority, from becoming oppressors, the
people have a right, at such periods, and in such manner, as they shall establish by their
frame of government, to cause their public officers to return to private life; and to fill up
vacant places, by certain and regular elections and appointments.

IX. All elections ought to be free; and all the inhabitants of this Commonwealth, having such
qualifications as they shall establish by their frame of government, have an equal right to
elect officers, and to be elected, for public employments.

X. Each individual of the society has a right to be protected by it in the enjoyment of his life,
liberty, and property, according to standing laws. He is obliged, consequently, to contribute
his share to the expense of this protection; to give his personal service, or an equivalent,
when necessary: but no part of the property of any individual can, with justice, be taken from
him, or applied to public uses, without his own consent, or that of the representative body of
the people. In fine, the people of this Commonwealth are not controllable by any other laws,
than those to which their constitutional representative body have given their consent. And
whenever the public exigencies require, that the property of any individual should be
appropriated to public uses, he shall receive a reasonable compensation therefor.

XI. Every subject of the Commonwealth ought to find a certain remedy, by having recourse to
the laws, for all injuries or wrongs which he may receive in his person, property, or character.
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He ought to obtain right and justice freely, and without being obliged to purchase it;
completely, and without any denial; promptly, and without delay; conformably to the laws.

XII. No subject shall be held to answer for any crime or offence, until the same is fully and
plainly, substantially and formally, described to him; or be compelled to accuse, or furnish
evidence against himself. And every subject shall have a right to produce all proofs that may
be favourable to him; to meet the witnesses against him, face to face, and to be fully heard in
his defence, by himself, or his council, at his election. And no subject shall be arrested,
imprisoned, despoiled, or deprived of his property, immunities, or privileges, put out of the
protection of

the law, exiled, or deprived of his life, liberty, or estate, but by the judgment of his peers, or
the law of the land. And the Legislature shall not make any law, that shall subject any person
to a capital or infamous punishment, excepting for the government of the army and navy,
without trial by jury.

XIII. In criminal prosecutions, the verification of facts in the vicinity where they happen, is
one of the greatest securities of the life, liberty and property of the citizen.

XIV. Every subject has a right to be secure from all unreasonable searches, and seizures, of
his person, his houses, his papers, and all his possessions. All warrants, therefore, are
contrary to this right, if the cause or foundation of them be not previously supported by oath
or affirmation, and if the order in the warrant to a civil officer, to make search in suspected
places, or to arrest one or more suspected persons, or to seize their property, be not
accompanied with a special designation of the persons or objects of search, arrest, or seizure:
And no warrant ought to be issued but in cases, and with the formalities, prescribed by the
laws.

XV. In all controversies concerning property, and in all suits between two or more persons,
except in cases in which it has heretofore been otherways used and practised, the parties have
a right to a trial by a7 jury; and this method of procedure shall be held sacred, unless, in
causes arising on the high seas, and such as relate to mariners’ wages, the legislature shall
hereafter find it necessary to alter it.

XVI. The liberty of the press is essential to the security of freedom in a State; it ought not,
therefore, to be restrained in this Commonwealth.

XVII. The people have a right to keep and to bear arms for the common defence. And as in
time of peace armies are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be maintained without the
consent of the legislature; and the military power shall always be held in an exact
subordination to the civil authority, and be governed by it.

XVIII. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of the Constitution, and a
constant adherence to those of piety, justice, moderation, temperance, industry, and
frugality, are absolutely necessary to preserve the advantages of liberty, and to maintain a
free government. The people ought, consequently, to have a particular attention to all those
principles, in the choice of their officers and representatives: And they have a right to require
of their law-givers and magistrates, an exact and constant observance of them, in the
formation and execution of the laws necessary for the good administration of the
Commonwealth.

XIX. The people have a right, in an orderly and peaceable manner, to assemble to consult
upon the common good; give instructions to their representatives; and to request of the
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legislative body, by the way of addresses, petitions, or remonstrances, redress of the wrongs
done them, and of the grievances they suffer.

XX. The power of suspending the laws, or the execution of the laws, ought never to be
exercised but by the legislature, or by authority derived from it, to be exercised in such
particular cases only as the legislature shall expressly provide for.

XXI. The freedom of deliberation, speech and debate, in either house of the legislature, is so
essential to the rights of the people, that it cannot be the foundation of any accusation or
prosecution, action, or complaint, in any other court or place whatsoever.

XXII. The legislature ought frequently to assemble for the redress of grievances, for
correcting, strengthening, and confirming the laws, and for making new laws, as the common
good may require.

XXIII. No subsidy, charge, tax, impost, or duties, ought to be established, fixed, laid, or
levied, under any pretext whatsoever, without the consent of the people, or their
representatives in the legislature.

XXIV. Laws made to punish for actions done before the existence of such laws, and which
have not been declared crimes by preceding laws, are unjust, oppressive, and inconsistent
with the fundamental principles of a free government.

XXV. No subject ought, in any case, or in any time, to be declared guilty of treason or felony
by the legislature.

XXVI. No magistrate or court of law shall demand excessive bail or sureties, impose excessive
fines, or inflict cruel or unusual punishments.

XXVII. In time of peace no soldier ought to be quartered in any house without the consent of
the owner; and in time of war such quarters ought not to be made but by the civil magistrate,
in a manner ordained by the legislature.

XXVIII. No person can in any case be subjected to law-martial, or to any penalties or pains,
by virtue of that law, except those employed in the army and navy, and except the militia in
actual service, but by authority of the legislature.

XXIX. It is essential to the preservation of the rights of every individual, his life, liberty,
property and character, that there be an impartial interpretation of the laws, and
administration of justice. It is the right of every citizen to be tried by judges as free, impartial
and independent as the lot of humanity will admit. It is therefore not only the best policy, but
for the security of the rights of the people, and of every citizen, that the judges of the supreme
judicial court should hold their offices as long as they behave themselves well; and that they
should have

honourable salaries ascertained and established by standing laws.

XXX. In the government of this Commonwealth, the legislative department shall never
exercise the executive and judicial powers, or either of them: The executive shall never
exercise the legislative and judicial powers, or either of them: the judicial shall never exercise
the legislative and executive powers, or either of them: to the end it may be a government of
laws and not of men.
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PART THE SECOND
The FRAME of GOVERNMENT

The People inhabiting the territory formerly called the Province of Massachusetts-Bay, do
hereby solemnly and mutually agree with each other, to form themselves into a free,
sovereign, and independent body politic, by the name of THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS.

CHAPTER L.

The LEGISLATIVE POWER.
SECTION I.

The GENERAL COURT.

Art. I. THE department of legislation shall be formed by two branches, a Senate and House of
Representatives: each of which shall have a negative on the other. The legislative body shall
assemble every year on the last Wednesday in May, and at such other times as they shall
judge necessary; and shall dissolve and be dissolved on the day next preceding the said last
Wednesday in May; and shall be styled, The General Court of Massachusetts.

[...]

CHAPTERII.
EXECUTIVE POWER.
SECTION 1.
GOVERNOR.

Art. 1. There shall be a supreme executive Magistrate, who shall be styled, THE GOVERNOR
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS; and whose title shall be, HIS
EXCELLENCY.

II. The Governor shall be chosen annually: And no person shall be eligible to this office,
unless at the time of his election, he shall have been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth for
seven years next preceding; and unless he shall, at the same time, be seized in his own right
of a freehold within the Commonwealth, of the value of one thousand pounds; and unless he
shall declare himself to be of the Christian religion.

[...]

CHAPTER III.

JUDICIARY POWER.

Art. I. THE tenure, that all commission officers shall by law have in their offices, shall be
expressed in their respective commissions. All judicial officers, duly appointed,

commissioned and sworn, shall hold their offices during good behaviour, excepting such
concerning whom there is different provision made in this Constitution: Provided
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nevertheless, the Governor, with consent of the Council, may remove them upon the address
of both Houses of the Legislature.

II. Each branch of the Legislature, as well as the Governor and Council, shall have authority
to require the opinions of the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, upon important
questions of law, and upon solemn occasions.

[...]

CHAPTERV.

The UNIVERSITY at CAMBRIDGE, and ENCOURAGEMENT of LITERATURE, &c.
SECTION I.

The UNIVERSITY.

Art. I. Whereas our wise and pious ancestors, so early as the year one thousand six hundred
and thirty-six, laid the foundation of Harvard College, in which University many persons of
great eminence have, by the blessing of GOD, been initiated in those arts and sciences, which
qualified them for public employments both in Church and State: And whereas the
encouragement of arts and sciences, and all good literature, tends to the honour of GOD, the
advantage of the Christian religion, and the great benefit of this and the other United States
of America — It is declared, That the PRESIDENT and FELLOWS of HARVARD COLLEGE,
in their corporate capacity, and their successors in that capacity, their officers and servants,
shall have, hold, use, exercise and enjoy, all the powers, authorities, rights, liberties,
privileges, immunities and franchises, which they now have, or are entitled to have, hold, use,
exercise and enjoy: And the same are hereby ratified and confirmed unto them, the said
President and Fellows of Harvard College, and to their successors, and to their officers and
servants, respectively, forever.

[...]

(The complete document can be found in Grau 2009, vol. III, pp. 389-443.)
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